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People of European descent form the bulk of the population in most of the temperate zones of the

world--North America, Australia and New Zealand. The military successes of European imperialism

are easy to explain because in many cases they were achieved by using firearms against spears.

Alfred Crosby, however, explains that the Europeans' displacement and replacement of the native

peoples in the temperate zones was more a matter of biology than of military conquest. Now in a

new edition with a new preface, Crosby revisits his classic work and again evaluates the ecological

reasons for European expansion. Alfred W. Crosby is the author of the widely popular and

ground-breaking books,The Measure of Reality (Cambridge, 1996), and America's Forgotten

Pandemic (Cambridge, 1990). His books have received the Ralph Waldo Emerson Prize, the

Medical Writers Association Prize and been named by the Los Angeles Times as among the best

books of the year. He taught at the University of Texas, Austin for over 20 years. First Edition Hb

(1986): 0-521-32009-7 First Edition Pb (1987): 0-521-33613-9
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Alfred Crosby is widely credited for popularising the ecological dimension of the history of imperial

expansion. For this reason, and perhaps this reason alone, his book is worth a read.The book, first

published in 1986, revolutionised the way we think about European imperial expansion into the New

World. How a few hundred disoriented Europeans armed with spears and misfiring guns managed

to overwhelm entire Inca and Aztec civilisations in the early sixteenth century, for example. Crosby



convincingly casts aside traditional political or military explanations by attributing the astonishing

Portuguese and Spanish victories to bacteriology: how diseases such as smallpox and measles that

the Europeans unwittingly carried with them wiped out thousands of New World inhabitants,

severely crippling their defences.The larger point that Crosby drives across is a profound one.

Historical events - in this case, European expansion and imperialism - can be explained

predominantly by ecological factors. In the clash of `biotas' between the Old and the New World, the

Old World won. Convincingly. Hence the presence not just of Europeans in the Americas, but also

of pigs and dandelions. According to this thesis, ecology shaped European expansion; creating

`Neo-Europes' in the New World that facilitated European migration, precipitating the `Caucasian

wave' from the 1820s to the 1930s. Unlike in most other histories, in Crosby's ecological history,

humans form the backdrop and inexorable ecological forces take centre-stage.Refreshing as this

perspective is, the way that Crosby has rendered it is problematic in on a number of accounts.

Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900 (Studies in Environment and

History) Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900 (Canto Classics)

Malawi& Mozambique1:900,000/1,900,000 (International Travel Maps) Art Since 1900: 1900 to

1944 (Second Edition) (Vol. 1) Structure and Function of a Chihuahuan Desert Ecosystem: The

Jornada Basin Long-Term Ecological Research Site (Long-Term Ecological Research Network

Series) The Split History of Westward Expansion in the United States: A Perspectives Flip Book

(Perspectives Flip Books) Tender Violence: Domestic Visions in an Age of U.S. Imperialism

(Cultural Studies of the United States) To Hell and Back: Europe 1914-1949 (The Penguin History of

Europe) The Lewis and Clark Expedition (True Books: Westward Expansion (Paperback))

Westward Expansion (True Books) Wiley CPAexcel Exam Review 2015 Study Guide (January):

Business Environment and Concepts (Wiley Cpa Exam Review Business Environment & Concepts)

Wiley CPAexcel Exam Review Spring 2014 Study Guide: Business Environment and Concepts

(Wiley Cpa Exam Review Business Environment & Concepts) Wiley CPAexcel Exam Review 2016

Study Guide January: Business Environment and Concepts (Wiley Cpa Exam Review Business

Environment & Concepts) The Everything Kids' Environment Book: Learn how you can help the

environment-by getting involved at school, at home, or at play Problems of Democratic Transition

and Consolidation: Southern Europe, South America, and Post-Communist Europe Imperialism and

Postcolonialism Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915-1940

Empire's Workshop: Latin America, the United States, and the Rise of the New Imperialism

(American Empire Project) Towards Land, Work & Power: Charting A Path Of Resistance To U.S.

http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/NW9ed/ecological-imperialism-the-biological-expansion-of-europe-900-1900-studies-in-environment-and-history.pdf?r=tURCFoqafpD43TBYd0Z5h2epEtFum711ElAxoXFXj64%3D


-Led Imperialism Imperialism the Highest Stage of Capitalism 

http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

